158    MEN AND EVENTS OF MY TIME IN INDIA.   CHAP. vn.

all the men had, on their enlistment, sworn to serve the Crown
as well as the Company; and this view legally and technically
was quite correct. The men however had never realized the
fact that they had taken the twofold oath, but were under the
impression that they had sworn to serve the Company and no
other authority. If, then, they were now to serve the Crown,
they expected to be re-enlisted, thereupon receiving some
bounty, and to be allowed the option of taking their discharge.
Most of them however were willing, indeed desirous, to con-
tinue their service, as they had become accustomed to India
and liked the country, provided that they were invited to
serve with an offer of bounty. On finding that they would be
regarded as servants of the Crown, without any new conditions
being offered, they thought they were being treated without due
consideration, and this idea aroused resentment in their minds.
That they should have mistaken their legal status and laid
such stress upon the formality of re-enlistment, may be deemed
extraordinary, but the fact illustrates the oft-repeated lesson
of grave events arising from apparently trivial causes. The
mischief began with the artillery, and spread to the infantry;
the movement was then taken up by the cavalry, who having
'been so recently raised, had only the flimsiest pretext for
moving. Mutinous acts ensued at several of the most import-
ant military stations in northern India; I shall here relate
only those which came under my own observation.

I was then Commissioner of the civil Division comprising dis-
tricts around Lahore, that is, head of the local administration
including (among many other things) the police and the magis-
tracy. Instruction came to me from the Lieutenant-Governor
(Sir Eobert Montgomery) that mutinous messages and despatches
were likely to be sent from the late Company's European troops
in the North-western Provinces to their comrades at Lahore,
and that such communications were, if possible, to be inter-
cepted. In the course of a few days several despatches of this
nature were intercepted, one of which was remarkable. It
purported to come, and certainly came, from the artillery at
Meerut to the address of their comrades at Lahore. It set